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GoCPS is a platform that allows families to apply to nearly every CPS 
school and program using one site, one application and one deadline. Typically, the application 
process opens in early October and ends in mid-December. The application dates for the 2021-

2022 school year will be posted once they are finalized.

. 



While the application period itself takes place over a few months in the fall, students will spend 
much of the next year preparing and making decisions about where to apply 

and what offers to accept.  During the application period, families can apply to: 

• All District High Schools
• All Charter High Schools

• All District Elementary Schools

Charter elementary schools will continue to manage their own process.

• Three Magnet Pre-K Programs

Chicago Early Learning, the city of Chicago’s pre-school application site, 
will manage all other pre-k programs.

High School Elementary School Pre-K



Important Actions in Each Phase

During the Learn phase, there are a number of important actions that applicant families 
will need to complete.

Learn
• Subscribe to GoCPS mailing list. 
• Get detailed information and explanations about all CPS application processes.
• Track important dates and events related to applications, testing, and enrollment.
• Access informative videos, brochures, news, and community engagement material.
• Answer important questions using Frequently Asked Questions.



Important Actions in Each Phase

During the Research phase, families will.

Research
• Find CPS schools and programs using multiple search and display options.
• Find your neighborhood school using your computer or mobile phone’s geo-location.
• View school profiles with detailed background, contact, performance, program, and 

admissions data.
• Select and compare up to four different schools side by side.



Important Actions in Each Phase

During the Explore phase, families will.

Explore
• Activate an account and create a family profile.
• Review a list of schools and programs the student is eligible to apply to. 
• Learn about which schools are the best fit for their student.
• Access statistics and success data about CPS as a district.
• Read detailed descriptions and information about school and program types.



Important Actions in Each Phase

During the Apply phase, families will.

Apply
• Attend open house events. 
• Select and rank the schools and programs you’ll apply to.
• Complete application. 
• Schedule and attend admissions screenings, if required. 



Important Actions in Each Phase

During the Selection phase, families will.

Selection
• Receive Round 1 results and accept or decline offers.
• Receive Round 1 waitlist offers, if available, and accept or decline them. 
• Participate in Round 2 or other subsequent application period, if offered.  
• Receive Round 2 results and accept or decline offers.
• Receive Round 2 waitlist offers, if available, and accept or decline them.
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Basic Concepts

HOW IT WORKS

HIGH SCHOOL APPLICATION PROCESS



School & Program Types

Every Chicago address 
has one designated neighborhood high school.

You can find your neighborhood school by entering your address in the Search function of GoCPS.

https://go.cps.edu/search

about:blank


School & Program Types

Students are guaranteed a seat in the general education program of their neighborhood school and they 
do not have to apply to attend.

Neighborhood 

School

General Education Program

Guaranteed Seat



School & Program Types

There are hundreds of high school program options that were created to meet the academic and career 
interests of students. These programs are divided into two major categories:

Choice Programs

Academic program options at the following types of 
schools:

• Neighborhood Schools
• Magnet Schools
• CTE Schools
• Military Schools
• International Baccalaureate Schools
• Charter Schools 
&
• CTE Program at Westinghouse
• CTE Program at Jones
• CTE Program at Hancock
• CTE Program at South Shore
• IB Program at South Shore

Selective Enrollment Programs

Academic program options at one of the 11 
selective enrollment schools:

• Brooks
• Hancock
• Jones
• Lane
• Lindblom
• King
• Northside
• Payton
• South Shore
• Westinghouse
• Whitney Young



School & Program Types

As part of the application process, families can:

Choice Programs

Selective Enrollment Programs

20 *Select up to 20

6 *Select up to 6

Choice Programs

Selective Enrollment Programs

1-20 Rank these programs in 
order of preference

1-6 Rank these programs in 
order of preference

Choice Programs

Selective Enrollment Programs

Receive a single best 
offer, at most

Receive a single best 
offer, at most

1

1
*If the student is eligible

1.)

Select up to 20 Choice programs and up to 6 Selective 
Enrollment programs. 

2.)

Rank these programs in their true order of preference, 
with the most desired program ranked first and the 

least desired program ranked last.

3.)

Receive a single best offer to the highest-ranked Choice 
and/or Selective Enrollment programs for which they are 

qualified and that had available seats.



NEXT STEPS

Subscribe & 

Activation Code Letters



Subscribe

The first important activity for the application process to ninth grade is to subscribe to the GoCPS mailing list 
so you can begin receiving important updates and announcements about the 2021-2022 application process. 

https://go.cps.edu/contact

Subscribe for
2021-22 School Year

High School for 2021-22

Elementary School for 2021-22

Preschool for 2021-22

about:blank


Subscribe

Parents/guardians should sign up so they can be involved in and directly informed about their child’s 
application process. CPS students that are 13 years of age or older should subscribe using a personal email 

address or their parent/guardian’s email address. 

Subscribe for
2021-22 School Year

High School for 2021-22

Elementary School for 2021-22

Preschool for 2021-22

Important Notes

• Students should not subscribe using 
their @cps.edu email. We already have 
these on file and we will automatically 
send information to those email 
addresses. 

• If the student is under 13 years of age, 
only their parent/guardian should 
subscribe.

about:blank


Subscribe

We plan to post the new subscribe form for 2021-22 by the end of this week and will send an email 
notification to you when it is ready.

DO NOT subscribe 7th grade students or parents to the current 2020-21 subscribe form.
We will be purging this list at the end of the current application cycle and there is no way for us to tell that 

they really wanted to sign up for 2021-22. 

Current Form (DO NOT USE) New Form (Use When Posted)



Activation Code Letters

For students applying to ninth grade, Activation Codes are used to add a student to their GoCPS account. In 
the late summer or early fall, families will be able to create their accounts and activate their students using 

these codes. This will allow them to see a list of programs they are eligible to apply to.



Activation Code Letters

During summer 2020, current seventh graders will receive one of two letters. The letter will be mailed to the 
student’s home address as it appears in Aspen. Please make sure that your students’ address information in 

Aspen is accurate and up to date.

If the student has never been activated in a GoCPS
application account, they should have received a letter 

containing an Activation Code.

If the student has been previously activated in a GoCPS
application account, they should have received a letter stating 

that no Activation Code is needed for the student to apply.

Activation Code Letter No Activation Code Letter



Retrieving Activation Codes

If a family misplaces their Activation Code, it can be retrieved through the following processes:

Call the Office of Access and 
Enrollment at

773-553-2060 

from a number on the 
student’s Aspen Student 

Information file.

Contact the school counselor. 
(The Activation Codes are 
accessible on the student 

roster on Dashboard.)

OR



Presenting this Deck to Students

Before the end of this school year, please schedule time to present this deck to your 7th grade students and 
their parents. Due to our district’s remote learning status, please conduct these presentations virtually using 

Google Meet or other authorized video conferencing tools.
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QUESTIONS

OFFICE OF ACCESS AND ENROLLMENT

GOCPS@CPS.EDU773-553-2060


